BURLINGTON, VT — The 2022 Burlington Discover Jazz Festival—produced by the Flynn in
association with Burlington City Arts, and presented by New England Federal Credit Union—takes
place June 3-12, with events all over Downtown Burlington and beyond. The Flynn is thrilled to
welcome Michael Mwenso, leader of the captivating band Mwenso & The Shakes and co-
founder of Electric Root, and his creative partner Jono Gasparro as the curators for this year’s
festival. Collaborating with the Flynn and many community partners—including Colin Henkel,
who helped book local artists—Michael and Jono have created an exciting lineup with a clear
thematic vision.

“The heart of the festival is creating a holistic experience of immersing oneself into Black music,”
said festival curator Michael Mwenso. “Music is a potent force for healing and connecting with
spaces, artists, and the community in new and unexpected ways. This year’s Burlington Discover
Jazz Festival takes audiences through a journey of experiencing many styles of music as well as
the deep ancestral lineages that shaped them, as told by a phenomenal lineup of local and
visiting artists. Throughout the festival, we’re shining a light on forebears and forgotten heroes—
great artistic visionaries of the past through the lens of the present.”

View the full Burlington Discover Jazz Festival lineup at flynnvt.org.

The festival begins with an uplifting, tone-setting performance on the Flynn Main Stage. On June
3 at 8 pm, The Sound of (Black) Music reinterprets and reframes the Rodgers and Hammerstein
musical through an Afrofuturistic lens. Conceived and created by Michael Mwenso and Jono
Gasparro, this show brings together a powerful group of musicians and vocalists—including
Michael Mwenso, Brianna Thomas, Chareene Wade, Vuyo Sotashe, and many more—to pay
tribute to the rich history of Black music with rapturous, electric performances and a communal
spirit.

The final day of the festival brings the festivities back to the Flynn Main Stage with a performance
by saxophonist Joshua Redman, presenting his new work 3x3, which draws from the songbooks
of Duke Ellington, Thelonious Monk, and Wayne Shorter, presented in a tight, dynamic
sax/bass/drum arrangement.

Tickets for Joshua Redman and The Sound of (Black) Music are on sale now at flynnvt.org.
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